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QUESTION OF: Blockades and economic growth in the Gaza Strip
SUBMITTED BY: Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

Affirming that approximately thirty-nine percent of the Gaza population is below the poverty line, with unemployment rates (excluding that of the West Bank) ranking the highest in the world at approximately forty-three percent, 

Keeping in mind the Oslo Accords of 1993, a series of official mutual agreements ratified by both the Israeli government and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), that marked the beginning of steps towards peace in the Gaza Strip, part of which allows the state of Palestine to twenty miles of the Mediterranean Sea for fishing and economic activities,

Deeply disturbed by the 1967 Six-Day War, a military campaign led by the Israeli army against neighboring Arab coalition of Syria, Egypt, Lebanon, and Jordan, that, because of Israel’s superiority in military power, led to Israeli occupation of the West Bank, Golan Heights, and the Gaza Strip, control of which provided a pretext for the subsequent implementation of the modern blockade on resources,

Recalling the Battle of Gaza in in 2007, a war between Palestinian political organizations Hamas and Fatah, that resulted in a military campaign against Fatah loyalists and Hamas’ ultimate rise to power in the Gaza Strip, 

Aware of the current negative economic repercussions of the Gaza blockade, especially of a 50% GDP decrease as reported by a 2015 World Bank report,

Expressing its appreciation for the recent progress Israel has made in the direction of an economic recovery of the Gaza Strip by easing restrictions on exports from the area,

Believing that the full recovery of the Gaza Strip can only be achieved when the Israel-Gaza conflict is resolved and the blockade on Gaza has ended,

1. Calls for the negotiation of a bilateral agreement between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, allowing room for greater humanitarian aid and economic growth initiatives to take place in the Gaza Strip, through means such as but not limited to:
a) creating an official armistice to ameliorate ongoing tensions as a result of the Arab-Israeli conflict to encourage affable relations between the State of Israel and the Palestinian Authority
b) asking Israel, as part of a bilateral ceasefire, to commit the following:
i. an official halt to any military attacks carried out by the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) against the Gaza Strip
ii. the gradual easement of the blockade
c) forcing Hamas and future ruling authorities of the Gaza Strip, as exchange for the gradual lifting of the blockade, to:	
i. halt all military attacks of any nature targeting Israel
ii. stop direct and indirect support of any terrorist attacks, in and outside of the Gaza Strip, against Israel
iii. import only supplies of a non-military nature
iv. stop illicit trafficking of any military-related weapons and supplies
d) creating an inspection team, consisting of non-combatant international organizations such as the Red Cross to be recognized by both the Palestinian Authority and the State of Israel, whose mandate would include:
i. checking for compliance to the bilateral treaty through random inspections
ii. providing official approval for further punitive measures to be implemented when either party infringes their agreed role
e) requiring that, in the event that either Hamas or Israel infringes the bilateral agreement, proper punitive measures will be taken on the appropriate party
f) allocating a larger maritime space to Gaza, greater than the current confinements of twenty nautical miles, for economic purposes and to facilitate the distribution of humanitarian aid
g) instilling a community of peace in the Middle East by implementing programs in problematic regions, such as regions occupied by the Islamic State and the Sinai Peninsula, to decrease civilian interest in weaponry;

2. Strongly urges member nations, especially Israel, to lessen the restrictions implemented by the blockade, but still allow for its continued existence of proper sanctions to:
a) prevent illicit smuggling of lethal weapons into Gaza
b) reducing the risk of humanitarian aid from fueling terrorist organizations and developing military networks;

3. Recommends relevant UN and non-governmental organizations dedicated towards humanitarian relief, such as the UN Reliefs and Work Agency (UNWRA), collaborate to provide needed assistance for impoverished people living in the Gaza Strip in ways such as but not limited to:
a) improving sanitation and availability of clean, free water in ways including but not limited to:
i. construction of irrigation systems, easily accessible by civilians, by building one well for every thousand people, and adopting a centralized storage and distribution system
ii. providing refugees with education on contemporary water filtration technologies such as desalination and rainwater harvesting
b) allocating appropriate investments in basic educational infrastructure through:
i. hiring teachers with assistance from NGOs, such as Teachers Without Borders, to facilitate education in the Gaza community
ii. embedding entrepreneurial skills inside the curriculum to encourage the formation of small business that will ensure long-term future growth of the economy
c) delivering needed food aid and basic living supplies to communities
d) providing temporary low-interest loans to Gaza citizens to allow for purchase of needed resources
e) constructing solar panels civilians who live with insufficient electricity in Gaza, a long lasting and eco-friendly that will produce electricity
f) increasing transparency to encourage further civilian donations to the organization in ways such as but not limited to:
i. publishing budgets available to the public, detailing where funds are being allocated to refugees
ii. fostering an attitude of trust between the organizations and the refugees to encourage greater support and distribution of aid;

4. Urges that appropriate macroeconomic policies be implemented to stimulate economic growth in Gaza through ways such as but not limited to:
a) increasing the availability of financial resources through means of international aid by creating an interest-free economic development fund, where More Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs) may contribute monetary funds
b) providing necessary investment, through use of international funds if necessary, in key industries such as but not limited to:
i. developing infrastructure of all forms such as roads, power lines, ports, information networks, and airports
ii. constructing hospitals to increase public healthcare quality
iii. providing necessary subsidies to the educational sector by building more schools per capita
c) neutralizing the current trade surplus by increasing imports of foreign commodities as a means to use specialized resources to expand Gaza’s production possibility frontier,
d) encouraging foreign direct investment in Gaza corporations by incentivizing investors, to facilitate small business growth in ways such as but not limited to:
i. providing appropriate tax breaks for aforesaid investments
ii. allocating monetary incentives to those who bolster small businesses in Gaza,
iii. encouraging investment in corporations dedicated to Environmentally Sustainability, Socially Accountability, and Governance Transparency (ESG) standards
e) encouraging nations to donate and invest on establishing small businesses in Gaza Strip to assist domestic economy of Gaza people and stimulate the exportation of Palestinian goods, thus expediting economic development in the area;

5. Encourages that member states promote cultural exchanges between civilians of Israel and Gaza Strip, as a means to promote friendly relations and halt animosities between the two parties, in ways such as but not limited to:
a) facilitating student exchange programs in foreign countries through ways such as but not limited to:
i. creating an NGO to set up logistics for student travels between the two states,
ii. allocating government funds to sponsor one-hundred Gaza students each quarter to visit Israel, and for the same amount of Israeli students to visit the Gaza Strip
iii. sponsoring ten high school graduates each year to attend American universities to major in international relations to develop future leaders for the Palestinian Authority, and encourage future diplomacy between Western nations and the Gaza Strip
b) encouraging average adult civilians of different professions to visit the respective states;

6. Endorses the involvement of external international bodies and organizations in alleviating the influence of Hamas in the Gaza Strip, in ways such as but not limited to:
a) calling for the assistance of the International Committee of Red Cross, a group of non-combatants, to visit the Gaza Strip and alleviate suffering by:
i. providing impoverished citizens with survival aid, such as medical supplies and food provision
ii. advising the intervention of the UN Development Fund (UNDF) in providing necessary financial aid
b) asking for the UNDF to provide financial aid, in the form of loans, to Gaza for economic growth to diminish the possible recruitment pool of terrorists for Hamas’ aggrandizement, in ways such as but not limited to:
i. helping small businesses by providing start-up monetary resources to boost national incomes and diminish poverty
ii. allocating financial resources, given to Gaza’s fiscal sector, for use in contributing to economic development and the creation of new employment opportunities
c) eliciting international military support, in the case of Hamas’ increased aggression, in ways such as but not limited to:
i. deferring the issue to the UN Security Council, with the provision of all means necessary to exterminate Hamas
ii. forming an international coalition to be actively seized in measures to exterminate Hamas;

7. Recommends the forming of a regulatory authority to manage laws in Palestine and encourage the rise of a robust governance system, with the mandate of:
a) stabilizing the economic situation in Gaza through applying and enforcing succeeded legislation as a means to increase investment from world-wide
b) resolving conflicts between the different Palestinian factions with the Gaza government;

8. Requests that precedent be given towards the legal protection of women and children as a means to empower social groups, thus encouraging prosperity in the Gaza community, through ways such as but not limited to:
a) integrating proper education systems, towards empowering women to participate in decision-making and legislative affairs of the Palestinian authority, by teaching concepts of human rights and the ongoing Arab-Israeli conflict
b) hiring specialized psychologists to assist women and children in their mental state
c) allocating rooms in hospitals dedicated towards housing and protecting pregnant women.



LSOO kb s et b Ga S
SUITIED B e e o At

e ——
i e e bk e b b

D T ———r—
B e o e e
e e G . b o P
P i Ty

D oy e 19675y W, iy o by e b s it
b A oo of Sy o, L o, ol i

e o 1 e g b Wk Bk G g s
e Ok o e o e bk st S b

Rt Bt Gan i 07, et Pttt s
e o ey g Py o et St
e Gan .

D —eNe————
o e ey 01 Wad B e

g s et o e e s e i
e e s g e s o

ke eyt 0 G S oo e e

1.l i beeinonof i s v e Pl o
i s oy e 5 i ek
e S, e st e

e e o oo B e b
) e e bt ot e o
T il e iy s o o b e e Fors.
& e e
oo Pt e kg s o B oS e b
i gt o



